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This manual has been prepared for roofing contractors to assist them in the proper 
installation of the Firestone EPDM roofing system. It is intended for use as a guide; it 
is believed to be accurate and reliable and does not constitute a warranty or guarantee. 
PERMAROOF UK LTD assumes no responsibility for the use of this information. 
Application of this information for any project is to be at the recommendation of the 
project manager. Contact Permaroof Uk Ltd for further information on this product.  
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REMOVING EXISTING WATERPROOFING  
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When replacing an old roof it is important you take care not to damage any internal 
ceilings. All joists should be de nailed. Do not knock nails in as the vibration can 
cause internal damage. All debris should be cleared from between the joists before 
fitting the new deck. 
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PREPARATION OF ROOF JOISTS 
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If you are constructing a new roof from scratch you will need to set the roof joists out 
to the suit the boards you are using. 
In order for the job to run smoothly it is important to take time when setting out the 
roof joists. Joists should be spaced at 407mm centres to accommodate 2440mm x 
1220mm OSB3 Stirling board. This will save time on cutting and reduce the amount 
of waste. 
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PREPARATION OF ROOFING BOARDS 
 
 
 
 

.  
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Once you have removed part of the old deck it is a good idea to start fitting your new 
boards, this will give you a safe platform to work from.  
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Structural plywood or OSB3 sterling board of a minimum thickness of 18mm is 
required. It is important the boards are joined in the centre of the joists in order to 
provide maximum strength. Ensure the boards are staggered as shown above; also 
make sure any gaps between boards are kept to a minimum. 
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FIXINGS  
 
It is important to select the correct fixings for the type of board you are using; it is 
generally a good idea to screw all boards using 50mm screws or use a nail gun 
making sure you use galvanised nails. Try to avoid using a hammer and nails as the 
vibration caused from striking the nails may cause damage to ceilings inside the 
property, which may lead to further problems down the line 
 
 
CLEAN BOARDS 
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Once all of the boards are in place and the roof has been cleared of tools and any 
debris have a final check making sure there are no screws left proud of the surface. 
Then thoroughly sweep the area clean. 
If the membrane is going under tiles you will need to fix a 300mm lay board to the 
rafters so the rubber can be glued to it as shown above. 
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UPSTANDS 
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In some cases you will need to fix a 9mm OSB board to the wall as shown above, if 
the brickwork is damaged or you are unable to remove all of the old felt. This will 
provide a better finish for the customer. 
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QUICKTRIM GUTTER BACK PLATE  
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Before you start to lay the membrane it is important to fix the gutter back plate in 
position. You should keep the top of the plate flush with the deck. The back plate 
should be fixed using 50mm screws. 
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PREPARATION OF EPDM MEMBRANE  
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Once you have your EPDM on the roof you should lay it out in position. Do not apply 
any adhesive at this point. Leave the EPDM for about half an hour to settle. It is a 
good idea to use this time to stir your glues ready for use and prepare your rollers 
ready to lay the EPDM. 
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APPLYING THE WATER BASED ADHESIVE  
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For best results we advise you fold the membrane back towards the middle of the roof 
so it becomes easier to work with, especially when working with a large sheet. Once 
the membrane has been folded you can begin to apply the water based adhesive. Take 
time when applying the adhesive making sure all areas are evenly covered as shown 
above. The adhesive should not be allowed to freeze and must not be applied if 
freezing temperatures are expected within a 24 hour period after bonding. 
Once the water based adhesive has tacked off you can offer the membrane to the deck. 
Use a soft brush to push out any air bubbles, and then repeat the process again with 
the other half of the membrane. 
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Once the entire adhesive has been applied have a final check for air bubbles using a 
soft brush as shown above. You should now notice how the adhesive grabs the EPDM 
and the membrane begins to look smooth. 
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BONDING ADHESIVE  
 
 
 

 
                                   ©2008 Permaroof Uk ® Ltd. 
 

 
 
 
 
The bonding adhesive is used for bonding to any brickwork or up stands as shown 
above.  
For best results fold the EPDM back and apply the bonding adhesive to both the 
brickwork and membrane, once the adhesive has tacked off you can start to offer the 
membrane up. Take care when using the bonding adhesive as it will get an instant 
bond. 
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QUICKTRIM GUTTER FRONT PLATE  
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Now all the membrane is secure you can fit the gutter drip plate, once in place you 
will notice it creates a smooth edge which allows the water to run of easily, this 
system helps prevent any build up of water on the roof. 
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QUICKTRIM KERB UPSTAND  
 
 

 
                       ©2008 Permaroof Uk ® Ltd. 

 
Place a bead of Bond n Seal sealant on the underside of the trim, this provides a 
watertight seal. 
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Alternatively on uneven surfaces use the self-adhesive closed cell foam tape to 
provide the seal. The foam tape needs to be compressed 30% for a watertight seal. 
Once the sealant or foam tape is applied, offer the trim into place and fix securely 
with poly-pins at 300mm intervals. 
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QUICKTRIM CORNER DETAILS  
 
 
 
Corner pieces are dealt with quickly, apply a small amount of Bond n Seal sealant on 
the inside of the corner and offer into place. If poly-pins are used for fixing corners 
we recommend that you drill a pilot hole to prevent the pins from bending. 
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When joining lengths of Quicktrim, Cap the ends off by applying Bond n Seal sealant 
to the trim and profile end caps. Attach the trim as already described, butting the two 
lengths together with a bead of Bond n Seal sealant between.  
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Once fixed, Place a joint clip over the joint as shown above. Hook under the bottom 
of the trim first, and then clip over into place.   
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COMLETED JOBS 
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